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ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY 2 
Course Description and Philosophy 

 
Introduction: 
 

AP US 2 is offered to Mountain Lakes High School seniors.  Students are recommended for 
admission to the course; however, parents with supervisor approval may opt to waive their child into 
the course.  AP US History 2 is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman 
college course. The course is a two-semester survey of American history from the Gilded Age to the 
present. Special emphasis in the senior year is paid to historical analysis and writing effectively. AP 
US History 2 is the second part of a two-year process in AP US History in which students are 
encouraged to take the AP US History Exam in May. 
Statement of Purpose: 
 
 AP US 2 is designed to give students a thorough understanding of United States History.  It is 
a rigorous course that requires the acquisition of factual content knowledge as well an understanding 
of essential themes in American history.  These themes include but are not limited to: 
 

• American diversity 
• the growth of a modern society 
• periods of economic boom and bust 
• the role of religion in American life 
• the emergence of America as a world power 
• political power and the meaning of democracy 
• civil rights & social change  
• technological and medical improvements & impact 
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Course Objectives: 
 

 AP US 2 strives to prepare student to master historical and analytical skills including: 
• understanding historical chronology 
• the use of primary and secondary sources materials for purposes of historical investigation 
• the ability to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretation upon major issues 
• the use of and analysis of a variety of digital and electronic media reference tools 
• an understanding of cause and effect relationships and their subsequent impact within US 

History 
• the effective use of historical data to support an argument or position with attention paid to 

Document-Based Questions and Free Response Questions  
• the interpretation and application of data from original documents, cartoons, graphs, letters etc. 
• understanding major trends in American history that have been the result of political, social, 

cultural and economic developments 
 
 
Text Reference: 

• Kennedy, David M., Elizabeth Cohen, and Thomas Bailey. The American Pageant. 13th Edition. Boston, 
MA. Houghton Mifflin Co., 2006.  

 
Additional Readings: 

• Garraty, John, Historical Viewpoints Vol. 2. New York: Longman, 2002 
• Bailey, Thomas A. and David Kennedy, eds. The American Spirit: United States History as Seen 

by Contemporaries. Volume 2. 9th Ed.  Boston, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1998 
• Zinn, Howard. A Peopleʼs History of the United States 1492 to Present. Harper Collins 

Publishers, New York. 2003 
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Unit I: The Great West 
 
Essential Question: What are the myths and realities about the “wild west” and what do both mean for the history of the 
United States? 
 
Objectives:  Students will: 
 

• Understand the nature of the conflict between Native American tribes and white settlers in the West 
• Evaluate the policies of the US government toward Native Americans 
• Assess the tactics employed by both the US military and Native Americans during the western campaigns 
• Appreciate the heroic personalities of many Native American leaders such as Red Cloud and Sitting Bull 
• Analyze the impact of the railroad upon the western economy and culture 
• Understand the reasons for the decline of the Native American lifestyle and culture 
• Evaluate the meaning of the American West within the context of American culture and outlook 
• Delineate the changes in cattle and ranching and assess the impact on western settlement and economy 
• Assess the impact of new technology upon farming techniques and output 
•  Evaluate the impact of the fading frontier upon the American character 
• Know the myths and realities about the “wild west” especially with regard to cowboys  
• Understand the allure of the West for individual settlers and religious groups 
• Assess the difficulties and dangers for western settlers and how they were overcome 
• Understand the nature of boom and bust in terms of mining towns  
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Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Indians 
• Culture 
• Conflict 
• Style of war 
• Treaties 
• Decline 

Technology 
• Barbed wire 
• Open range 

wars 
• Farming 
• Mining 

Myths & Realities 
• Cowboys 
• Women 
• Cattle drives 
• Towns 
• Gold & Silver 

mining 

Multiple Choice Test 
Quizzes 
Book Review 
Essay Topics: 
Themes of western 
history 
Native American 
personality 
Myths and their 
importance in 
American history 
DBQ: technology 
and the west 
 

Pageant Ch. 26 
Summer Reading 
book list 
Speeches made by 
Black Kettle & Red 
Cloud 
 
 

Class Lecture and 
Discussion 
Smartboard 
Discussion Topics:  
Ethics of US policy 
toward Native 
Americans 
Myths v. reality of 
Wild West 
Changes in the 
West 
Allure of the west 
Meaning of the 
West – 
representation of 
America? 

Smartboard 
First Class Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online research 

6.1A1-8, 6.2A3, 
6.2B3-5, 6.4H1-2, 
6.4I11, 6.6A2-5, 
6.6B2-3, 6.6D1-3,5, 
6.6E3,  6-8 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Choose a book from the summer reading list and complete an analysis of the course themes involved.  
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
How do we deal with or justify the total destruction of a way of life in favor of another?  
Define heroism in Native American efforts to maintain their way of life. 
 
Unit II: The Gilded Age 
 
Essential Question: In what important ways did the United States modernize after the Civil War? What problems and issues 
resulted and how did people attempt to solve them? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Delineate the reasons for the growth of American Industry 
• Analyze the importance of the railroad and steel industries to the growth of American business 
• Understand the reasons behind the creation of corporate monopolies and their impact  
• Evaluate the pros and cons of the Robber Barons for America 
• Define laissez-faire and assess the proper role for federal government in the regulation of business 
• Define segregation and understand the nature of the “separate but equal” doctrine for the South 
• Explore the means through which the civil rights of blacks in the South were systematically denied 
• Delineate the need for and the difficulties inherent in the organization of labor unions 
• Assess the impact of industrialization upon the working class and upon major cities 
• Assess the change in America from a rural nation to an urban one and its meaning for the future of the nation 
• Understand the political issues of the Gilded Age and the platforms of the Republican and Democratic Parties on these issues 
• Explore the positive and negative impact of the increased immigration into the US from 1865-1920 
• Compare and contrast the important economic theories of the time and assess their relevancy toward the American economic experience 
• Analyze the impact upon America culture that stemmed from mass production and communication 
• Define the problems inherent in urban areas due to rapid growth.   
• Understand the reasons for the Populist movement, its goals and its effectiveness 
• Explain the meaning of the Election of 1896, especially in terms of the silver issue 
• Delineate the nature of the Progressive movement and its causes 
• Evaluate the womenʼs suffrage movement and the opposition to it 
• Define muckraker and assess their importance then and now 
• Evaluate the roles of Teddy Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson and William H. Taft with regard to Progressive reform 
• Understand the importance of the Populist and Progressive movements to the workings of a democratic society 
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Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Industry 
• Resources 
• Robber Barons 
• Laissez-faire 
• Monopolies 
• Railroads 

The South  
• Jim Crow 
• KKK 
• Social & 

economic 
impact 

• Industry 
Labor 

• View of 
• Difficulties 
• Unamerican? 
• Strikes 
• Failures  

Populists 
• Reasons 
• American? 
• Political impact 
• Platform 
• 1896 

Urbanization 
• Problems 
• Housing 
• Immigration 
• Politics 
• Reform 

Progressives 
• Reasons 
• Who, where & 

why? 
• TR,Taft, Wilson 
• Success? 

 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
DBQ topics: 
Populism, Teddy 
Roosevelt, 
Economic changes 
Urbanization, 
Womenʼs suffrage, 
The “new South”, 
Labor movement, 
Robber Barons 
Essay: Wizard of 
Oz parable and 
characters 

Pageant Chʼs, 23 – 
26, 28-29 
Zinn Ch 11, 13 
Garraty Chʼs, 1-3 
(selected) 
Spirit Chʼs, 23-26, 
28-29 (Selected) 
The Wizard of Oz 
 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Role Play 
Movie 
Discussion topics: 
Nature of reform  
Capitalism v. 
socialism 
Labor union and 
need 
Democracy in the 
modern age 
Technology 
Urban issues and 
relation to now 
Women  
American culture in 
the Victorian age 
Monopoly and the 
role of government 

Smartboard 
First Class Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online research 

6.1A1-8, 6.2A1,3-6, 
6.2B1,3-6, 6.2C2,4-
5, 6.2D1-2, 5, 
6.4H1-6, 6.4B2, 
6.5A5,7-8, 6.5B 3-5, 
6.6A5, 6.6B2-3, 
6.6C1, 6.6D1-5, 
6.6E3-8 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Write a fictional dinner party discussion between Eugene Debs, Teddy Roosevelt, Commodore Vanderbilt, Susan B. Anthony and William Jennings Bryan. 
Research the writing and theories of Sigmund Freud and apply then to the attitudes of Americans at this time. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Discuss the stereotypes for one of the following: a black community in the South, new immigrants coming through Ellis Island, American women in the Victorian 
Age, or the working class family man. Evaluate the reasons for these stereotypes and discus their perpetuation. 
Discuss the courage of local, state and federal politicians who challenged the status quo of the day. 
Compare and contrast the muckrakers of the 19th century to those of today 
 
Unit III: Empire, Expansion & The First World War 
 
Essential Question: What factors propelled the United States into becoming an active participant in foreign affairs and 
what is the overall meaning for the history of the United States? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Identify economic, cultural, political and military factors that pushed America toward the acquisition of overseas territory 
Understand the connection between business and government that helped foster overseas expansion 
Identify areas around the globe of particular interest to the United States and assess the methods used to acquire each 
Evaluate the impact of the news media upon public opinion  
Analyze the reasons the United States decided to go to war with Spain in 1898 
Assess the impact this war had for America and American foreign policy 
Delineate reasons for and against the annexation of the Philippines 
Discuss the inherent conflicts for America as a democratic nation, but also as a world competitor 
Evaluate American foreign policy at this time and its historical significance 
Assess the importance of the Panama Canal 
Identify which groups in America supported American expansion and which did not and their reasoning 
Understand the geographic, political and economic advantages of American isolationism from European conflict in 1914 
Delineate the causes of World War One in Europe  
Assess the challenges to American neutrality  
Evaluate the use of propaganda in World War One upon the American public 
Analyze the impact of technological advancement upon the nature of WWI and public perception of warfare 
Understand the evaluate the reasons the United States decided to go to war with Germany in 1917 
Examine the changes made on the American homefront in order to effectively carry out its war effort 
Assess the impact the United States had for the outcome of WWI 
Evaluate federal limits on civil liberties and discuss the trade-off between individual freedom and national security 
Understand the contributions made to the American war effort by labor unions, women, blacks and other minorities 
Analyze the vision of Woodrow Wilson as presented in his 14 Points and evaluate the failure of his program at home and abroad 
Identify the important parts of the Treaty of Versailles, the driving forces behind them, and see their impact for future events 
Understand the reasons for a return to American isolationism after 1918 and the impact this had for the League of Nations
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 

Method 
Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Expansion & reasons 
• Economic  
• Turner Thesis 
• Social Darwinism 
• Global Power 

Areas of Interest 
• Hawaii 
• Cuba 
• The Far East 
• Latin America 

War with Spain 
• Cuban Revolution 
• Yellow press 
• Decision for war 

America as colonial power 
• Philippines 
• Cuba 
• Dollar Diplomacy 
• Anti Imperialist 

League 
• Roosevelt Corollary 

World War I 
• Causes 
• US neutrality? 
• Technology 
• Election 1916 

US Intervention 
• Reasons 
• Mobilization 
• Civil liberties 
• Trench warfare 
• End of war 

Treaty of Versailles 
• Wilsonʼs 14 Points 
• Allied point of view 
• US debate 
• Isolationism 
• Future implications 

Multiple Choice Tests 
Quizzes 
Maps 
Political Cartoon 
Assignment 
DBQ topics: 
Annexation of the 
Philippines 
American expansion 
1899 Treaty of Paris 
Opposition to 
expansion 
Validity of expansion 
WWI as American 
business interests 
US decision to declare 
war in 1917 
 

Pageant Chʼs, 27 
& 29 
Zinn Chʼs 12, 14 
Garraty Ch 4 
(selected) 
Alfred Thayer 
Mahan The 
Turner Thesis 
The Anti 
Imperialist 
League Platform 
Political Cartoons 
Spirit Chʼs 27 & 
29 
The Sedition Act  

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
The meaning of the 
frontier in American 
history 
The “need” for 
expansion 
The ties between 
business and 
government 
Civil liberties v. 
national security 
Labor unions and 
the war 
Wilson as ahead of 
his time? 
Why did isolationism 
prevail? 
The decision to 
annex the 
Philippines 
US decision to enter 
WWI 
 
 
 

Smartboard 
First Class Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online research 

6.1A1-8, 6.2A6, 
6.2B3,5, 6.2D2, 
6.4H4-6, 6.4I1,3-7, 
6.5A5,8, 6.5B2-5, 
6.6A2-5, 6.6B3, 
6.6D3,5 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Research technology used for the first time in war and find connections between necessity and invention. Also assess the impact of modern warfare on the 
psychology of the individuals who participated in the war and on society in general. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Compare Wilsonʼs leadership and vision to that of Lincoln after the Civil War.  Why did both fail to convince others of their vision? 
Analyze American foreign policy from the point of view of Puerto Rico or the Philippines and investigate the subsequent histories of either nation 
 
Unit IV: The 1920ʼs 
Essential Question: What is meant by the term “normalcy” in American politics and society, and did the decade of the 
1920ʼs fit that definition? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Identify the reasons for the Red Scare and assess the changes to American immigration policy 
• Understand the impact of technological change upon the social life of the nation – in particular the young generation 
• Assess the changes in attitudes and behavior of women as a result of WWI and the 19th Amendment 
• Analyze the effects of leisure time on popular culture, especially with regard to sports, movies and radio 
• Evaluate the reasons for Prohibition as well as the reasons for its failure 
• Understand the reasons for the upsurge of the Ku Klux Klan 
• Comprehend the changes in consumerism and their impact across socio-cultural lines 
• Define normalcy  
• Evaluate the relationship between the federal government and American business 
• Evaluate the reasons for the growth of American business 
• Assess the effectiveness of the methods employed to maintain peace around the world 
• Evaluate American foreign policy   
• Assess the quality of presidential leadership in the 1920ʼs 
• Identify the changes in the American economy that will eventually lead to the stock market crash in 1929 
• Assess the worldwide impact of the Great Depression and its impact upon national policy 
• Comprehend the impact of the Depression upon individuals and upon American attitudes 
• Evaluate Hooverʼs approach to the Depression in terms of traditional American policy 
• Assess reasons why Franklin Roosevelt won the election of 1932
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Immigration Policy 
• Red Scare 
• Quota System 
• KKK 
• Sacco & Vanzetti 

“New Generation” 
• Mores 
• Generation gap 
• Influence of WWI 
• The car 
• Social challenges 
• Women 
• Prohibition 

Normalcy 
• Laissez Faire 
• Harding & Coolidge 
• Scandals 
• Economic growth 

Foreign Affairs 
• Peace without a 

sword 
• Reparations & the 

Dawes Plan 
• Totalitarianism 
• Isolationism 
• League of Nations 

Depression 
• False security 
• Causes 
• Results 
• Hoover 
• Victims 
• 1932 & FDR 

 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
DBQ topics: 
Women 
Political scandal 
Foreign relations 
& League of 
Nations 
KKK and race 
relations 
Immigration 
 

Pageant Chʼs, 31-32 
Garraty Ch 5 
(selected) 
Ken Burns 
Documentary of 
NYC 
Spirit Chʼs 31-32 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
Immigration and 
America 
Challenges to social 
mores 
Cultural change 
False sense of 
security 
Impact of economic 
downturn on politics 
and culture 
International relations 
and isolationism 
Causes of 
depression 
Impact of Depression 
Dust Bowl 
Art of the Depression 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 
6.2A4,6, 
6.2B3-5, 
6.2C2,4-5, 
6.4I7-10, 
6.4J1, 
6.5A5,7-8, 
6.5B2-5, 
6.6A5, 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be encouraged to investigate artwork from the time period and relate the topics and style to the popular culture and the political 
situation at the time.   
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Is it justifiable for a starving man to steal a loaf of bread from a bakery? 
Compare and contrast immigration policy of the 1920ʼs to that of today. Analyze reasons individuals fear or distrust those of another race or 
nationality and identify any means to overcome these feelings. 
 
Unit V: The Great Depression 
 
Essential Question: What fundamental changes were made during the New Deal in order to combat the effects of the 
Depression and what are the long-term ramifications of these changes? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Delineate the new approach to the nationʼs problems as created by FDR in the First Hundred Days 
• Understand the complexities and magnitude of the problems created by the Great Depression for the federal government 
• Assess the significance of fear, doubt and uncertainty upon the strength of the economy 
• Understand the threat to the foundations of capitalism and democratic government presented by conditions of the Depression 
• Analyze the policies of the New Deal in political, economic and constitutional terms 
• Assess the success of New Deal programs 
• Evaluate the impact of FDRʼs personality upon the psyche of the American people during the Depression 
• Analyze criticisms of the New Deal from both the right and the left 
• Identify the limitations form any New Deal programs for creating long term solutions 
• Assess the rationale for the Second New Deal and its success or failure 
• Examine the impact of the Depression upon various groups like black, women, poor whites and Latinos 
• Evaluate the reasons behind FDRʼs attempts to change the Supreme Court examine the subsequent political fallout 
• Evaluate the overall significance of the New Deal of the time and for the future of America 
• Discuss the implications of FDRʼs decision to run for a third and fourth term 
• Define social security and understand its purpose 
• Analyze the depth of New Deal programs in areas of art, literature, music, and drama 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 

Method 
Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Level of the Depression 
• Unemployment 
• Farmers 
• Business 
• Banking 
• Individuals & families 

The New Deal 
• 1st Hundred Days 
• Bank Holiday 
• Methods 
• Direct Relief v. 

Indirect relief 
• Programs – AAA, TVA 
• Fireside chats & FDR 
• Opposition 
• Radicalization 

Supreme Court 
• Constitutionality 
• Court Packing 
• Political ramifications 

American culture 
• Okies 
• Art, Literature 

New Deal Assessment 
• 2nd New Deal 
• 3rd Term 
• Social Security 
• Minorities 
• FDR personality 
• Long term 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
DBQ topics: 
FDR – political 
power, New 
Deal, as “great” 
Constitutionality, 
socialism & 
capitalism 
 
 

Pageant Ch. 33 
Spirit Ch. 33 
(selected) 
Zinn Ch. 15 
Garraty Ch 5 
(selected) 
Speech by Huey 
Long 
Excerpts from the 
Grapes of Wrath 
The American 
Experience – FDR 
part 1 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
Trial and error 
methods 
Long term 
ramifications of the 
New Deal 
Court packing 
Responsibility of the 
federal government 
Art 
Impact on individuals 
Huey Long – 
opposition from left & 
right 
Social security 
 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 
6.2A1,3-6, 
6.2B1, 3-6, 
6.C2,4-5, 
6.2D1, 6.4J1-
4, 6.5A1-
3,5,7-8, 
6.5B2-5, 7, 
6.6A5, 
6.6B2-3, 
6.6C1-2, 
6.6D1-5, 
6.6E1-8 
 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Investigate an area of the New Deal regarding the arts and present to the teacher or to the class an analysis of the program. 
Students will be encouraged to explore the situation experienced by poor and underprivileged people in the local community.  Assess the possible solutions to 
the problems in relation to the local state and federal governments. 
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Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Discuss the courage necessary for people to find a way to survive after losing everything in the Depression. Also evaluate the level of cooperation that existed 
among those of the disaffected during this time. 
Use PBS Presidents series to answer this question about FDR & his disability: “When is it okay for a president to lie?” 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q07  
 
Unit VI: World War 2 
 
Essential Question: In what ways did Americaʼs participation in World War II irretrievably impact the course of the nation in 
all areas? 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Understand the threat to the free world posed by fascist regimes around the world 
Identify the historical reasons for continued American isolation up through 1941 
Evaluate arguments in favor of both isolation and intervention 
Define appeasement and understand its implications for the start of war 
Assess American neutrality and compare and contrast to the neutrality of WWI 
Evaluate American “war” policy in the years from 1939-1941 
Understand the reasons for the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and its impact on America and Americans 
Identify technological change and its impact on war 
Evaluate the reasons Americans were fighting in World War II in both political and cultural terms 
Examine the changes made on the Homefront during the war  
Analyze the contributions made to the war effort by women, blacks and other minority groups 
Analyze the Allied strategy for winning the war and for the makeup of the post-war world 
Identify the difficulties faced by the military, the government and individuals for winning the war 
Assess the levels of sacrifice made by Americans, Britons, French and Soviets in winning the war 
Evaluate the decision to place Japanese Americans into relocation camps 
Analyze the reasons for the use of the Atomic bomb on Japan and its implications for the future 
Understand the changes made in and for America as a result of WWII 
Identify the differences in post-war goals between the US & the USSR ad the causes for the Cold War 
Assess the long-term impact the Holocaust had for the world 
Understand the nature and horror of the Holocaust 
Identify the differences between the war in the Pacific and the war in Europe 
Assess FDR as a political leader during wartime both at home and abroad 
Examine the Nuremberg Trials 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Background to War 
• Hitler & Germany 
• Italy & Japan 
• Impact of the 

Depression 
• Appeasement 

American Isolation? 
• Neutrality Acts 
• China Incident 
• Lend Lease et al. 
• Pro Intervention 

Start of War 
• Europe & Britain 
• China 
• Americaʼs position 
• USSR 
• Pearl Harbor 

Homefront 
• Draft & Mobilization 
• Attitudes 
• Women and minorities 
• Rationing 
• Japanese-Americans 

Strategy 
• Battles-Europe 
• Battles-Pacific 
• Big Three 
• Wartime Conferences 
• Manhattan Project 

End of War 
• Unconditional Surrender 
• Berlin 
• The A-bomb 
• Post War Problems 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
Propaganda 
Poster 
Assessment 
Map 
Primary Source 
evaluation 
 
 

Pageant Chʼs, 34-35 
Spirit Chʼs 34-35 
(selected) 
Garraty Ch. 4 
The Decision to drop the 
bomb 
The Atlantic Charter 
Documentary – D-Day 
Zinn Ch 16  
Band of Brothers by 
Stephen Ambrose 
(excerpts) 
Charles Lindbergh 
speeches 
The Greatest Generation 
by Tom Brokaw 
(excerpts) 
The American 
Experience – FDR Part 
2 
 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
Appeasement 
Americaʼs 
responsibility pre 
1941 
American sacrifice  
Changes in America 
Nature of the war 
Japanese internment 
Manhattan project  
Unconditional 
surrender 
Reasons for the cold 
war 
D Day as symbolic of 
the war 
 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 
6.2A3,5-6, 
6.2B3-6, 6.2C2, 
6.4J5-7, 
6.5A5,7-8, 
6.5B2-3,5 
6.6A2-5, 6.6B3, 
6.6D2-3,5,  
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be encourage to read about or contact a World War II veteran or a person who lived through that time.  They are to assess the impact of historical 
events upon the individual. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Choose any individual or group that fought in WWII and assess their conduct in terms of the following characteristics: courage, patriotism, sacrifice,  & 
leadership. Discuss the impact these had for the individual and for those around them. 
Use PBS Presidents series to answer this question: “When is it okay for a president to lie?” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q07  
Discuss the idea of “just following orders” if those orders happen to violate basic moral precepts. 
 
Unit VII: The Cold War 
 
Essential Question: In what ways did the Cold War affect American military, political and social climate from 1945 – 1963? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Assess the reasons for and the impact of the baby boom on American culture 
• Understand the immediate post-war economic difficulties and the political problems that resulted 
• Assess Harry Truman as President of the United States 
• Evaluate the level of social change in the direct aftermath of WWII in contrast to the goals for the war 
• Delineate the causes of tension between the US & the USSR and discuss specific events relating to those causes 
• Assess the need for and the value of NATO  
• Understand the reasons for the change in American foreign policy after 1945 as compared to 1919 
• Evaluate the foreign and domestic policies of President Eisenhower 
• Analyze the impact of Sputnik upon the United States government and society 
• Examine the reasons the Korean War was “forgotten” 
• Assess the success of the Truman Doctrine 
• Evaluate the decision by President Truman to fire General McArthur 
• Assess the popularity of Senator McCarthy and his accusations 
• Evaluate the historical analysis of McCarthy  
• Understand the nature of McCarthyʼs tactics and their impact on the political climate as well as upon individuals 
• Evaluate the impact of Jackie Robinson upon the general culture especially for black Americans 
• Assess the impact of WWII upon black Americans and the start of the civil rights activism 
• Understand the failure of the federal government to act aggressively in favor of civil rights legislation 
• Analyze the impact of the Brown decision upon the nation both in the immediate and in the long term 
• Compare and contrast suburban life in the 1950ʼs to what existed prior and to what exists today 
• Evaluate the importance of the Highway Act upon American culture 
• Evaluate criticisms of the suburban lifestyle 
• Identity the American Dream of the 1950ʼs and compare it to that of other time periods 
• Analyze the accuracy of historical presentation of the 1950ʼs  
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 

Method 
Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Post War America 
• Baby Boom 
• Economic difficulties 
• Truman 
• GI Bill 
• 1946 & 1948 elections 
• Women & blacks 

Cold War  
• Poland 
• NATO 
• Korea 
• Containment 
• Marshall Plan 
• Eisenhower 
• Cuba 
• Sputnik 
• Military Industrial 

complex 
McCarthyism 

• Focus 
• Fear and tactics 
• Impact 

Civil Rights 
• Truman & Eisenhower 
• Jackie Robinson 
• Brown v. Board of Ed 
• Little Rock 
• JFK 

Suburban culture 
• Levittown 
• Highway Act 
• Religion 
• American dream 
• Conformity 
• criticisms 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
Movie analysis  
DBQ topics: 
The A-bomb and 
the cold war 
American 
foreign policy 
Unconditional 
surrender 
Homefront and 
social change 
US fears after 
1945 
 

Pageant Chʼs. 36-37 
Spirit Chʼs. 36-37 
(selected) 
Garraty Ch .6 & 7 
(selected) 
Article The Sale of the 
Century 
George F. Kennan The 
Source of Soviet 
Conduct 
Movie The Blob 
The American 
Experience – Harry 
Truman 
 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
Post War America 
GI Bill 
Cold War beginnings 
Containment 
Korea as the 
Forgotten War 
Sputnik & impact 
Truman & Ike as 
Presidents 
McCarthyism – was it 
all just hysteria? 
Civil Rights 
Jackie Robinson 
Southern culture 
Political stagnation 
Levittown & today 
Cookie-cutter 
culture? 
 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 6.2A3-
6, 6.2B3-6, 
6.2C2-4, 
6.2D3,5, 6.4K1-
7, 6.5A5,7-8, 
6.5B1-7, 6.6A2-
4, 6.6B2-3, 
6.6D2—4, 
6.6E1,7 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will examine the “myths” of the 1950ʼs as presented in the popular culture and analyze their historical accuracy. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Students will examine the personal story of Jackie Robinson. 
Examine the plight of one brought before McCartyʼs Senate Committee and asked to inform on friends or relatives. 
Analyze the level of conformity in the 1950ʼs and its causation. 
Use PBS Presidents series to answer this question: “Should the US police the world?” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q03 
 
Unit VIII: The 1960ʼs  
 
Essential Question: What caused the 1960ʼs to be a radical departure from the 1950ʼs and what are the lasting implications 
of this decade upon America? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Understand the reasons JFK was seen as very different from previous politicians 
• Analyze the myths about JFK and assess his presidency objectively 
• Understand the difficulties presented during the Cuban Missile Crisis and assess the strategies employed by the Kennedy Administration to diffuse the 

situation 
• Evaluate the reasons for US involvement in Vietnam from 1954-1963 
• Assess the threat that Fidel Castro posed for the US  
• Evaluate the importance of the Election of 1964 for LBJ and assess the impact of the Gulf of Tonkin Incident upon the outcome 
• Compare and contrast the styles and approaches of JFK and LBJ to the presidency 
• Understand the reasons for American military involvement in Vietnam in 1964 & 1965 
• Evaluate American strategy for conducting the war in Vietnam in the context of the Cold War 
• Understand the difficulties American soldiers and diplomats faced in Vietnam  
• Assess the goals of the Great Society and its impact on American  
• Understand the importance of Dr. King to the success of the Civil Right movement 
• Compare and contrast the Civil Rights movement in the South from that in the North 
• Assess the frustration and violence that emerged during the mid-1960ʼs within the Civil Rights movement 
• Understand LBJʼs contributions to the Civil Rights movement especially with the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act 
• Assess the military, social and political impact the Tet offensive had for the United States 
• Understand the reason for LBJʼs refusal to run for re-election in 1968 
• Evaluate the cultural impact of the counter culture movement as defined by Woodstock in 1969 
• Delineate reasons for opposition to the Vietnam war and the nature of the protests across the nation ad across social and racial lines 
• Assess the difficulty of the government and mainstream America to cope with dissent on a large scale 
• Assess the impact of the 1960ʼs for the subsequent generations 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

JFK 
• New idealism 
• Election of 1960 
• Myth v. reality 
• Assassination 
• Space race 

Cold War 
• Cuba 
• Missile Crisis 
• Vietnam 

LBJ as different 
• Election of 1964 
• Gulf of Tonkin 
• Goldwater 

LBJ 
• Civil Rights 
• Great Society 
• Vietnam 
• Difficulties & strategy 
• Quagmire 
• Tet 1968 
• Election 1968 

Counterculture 
• Opposition to war 
• Colleges 
• Draft 
• Woodstock 
• Impact 
• Coming Apart 

Civil Rights 
• Birmingham 
• Voting rights 
• Mississippi 1964 
• Race riots 
• Dr. King 
• Malcolm X 
• Black power 

 
 
 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
Map 
Political Cartoon 
analysis 
Movie analysis  
DBQ topics: 
Vietnam 
The Great Society 
Civil Rights and Dr. 
King 
Counter culture 

Pageant Ch. 38 
Spirit Ch 38 
Garraty Ch. 6 & 7 
(selected) 
Zinn Ch.18 
A Rumor or War by 
Philip Caputo (excerpts) 
Movie 13 Days 
Primary Sources from 
Annals of America 
The Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution 
Vietnam A History by 
Stanley Karnow 
(excerpts) 
PBS Documentary 
Vietnam a television 
History 
JFKʼs 1st Inaugural 
Speech 
Movie Mississippi 
Burning 
The American 
Experience – LBJ 
 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
JFK myth v. reality 
Assassination 
Cuban Missile Crisis 
Gulf of Tonkin v. War in 
Iraq 
Reasons to go into 
Vietnam 
Non violent resistance 
and the civil rights 
movement 
The Great Society 
Vietnam – why we did not 
win? 
Impact of Vietnam on the 
American psyche 
Why did the Civil Rights 
movement shift? 
The counterculture – 
American or anti-
American? 
Race relations today 
Analysis of JFK & LBJ as 
presidents 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 
6.2A1,3-7, 
6.2B3-6, 
6.2C2,4-5, 
6.2D1-3,5, 
6.4K4-7, 6.5A1-
2,5-8, 6.5B3-6, 
6.6A5, 6.6B2-3, 
6.6D2-5, 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Write a fictional dinner party conversation between a student protest leader at Cal-Berkely, an aide to LBJ, Robert McNamara, a suburban housewife, and a 
black woman living in Biloxi, Mississippi 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
How do we draw the line between patriotic duty and the right to dissent?   
Define an “unjust” war. 
How far can one go in order to protest a law that he or she feels is wrong? 
 
Unit IX: The 1970ʼs  
 
Essential Question: How did America attempt to extricate itself from the difficulties and turmoil of the 1960ʼs and how did 
Americans respond culturally, socially and politically? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Delineate Nixonʼs appeal to the American people in 1968, especially with the “silent majority”. 
• Understand the concept of Vietnamization and Nixonʼs plan to gain “peace with honor” 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of Nixonʼs secret plan to end the war in Vietnam 
• Assess the impact of the end of the Vietnam war for the American public and the lasting repercussions 
• Evaluate Nixonʼs impact on the Supreme Court 
• Understand Nixonʼs domestic policy and the opposition to it 
• Evaluate the reasons for the policy of détente and assess its effectiveness 
• Understand the difficulties for American soldiers in Vietnam after 1970 
• Understand the course of events in the Watergate scandal and know the major players involved 
• Evaluate the impact of the Watergate scandal on the American public and upon Nixonʼs presidency as it unfolded 
• Assess the reasons for Fordʼs failure or Carterʼs victory in 1976 
• Evaluate Carterʼs presidency in domestic policy, foreign policy and leadership 
• Understand the problems with the American economy in the 1970ʼ and the impact on major American cities 
• Evaluate the environmental problems confronted by the government for the first time in the 1970ʼs 
• Assess the impact of the oil embargo on the US in both 1973 and 1979 
• Evaluate American attitudes about the future in the 1970ʼs 
• Assess the impact of the Iran-hostage crisis on American politics 
• Examine the changes in the American civil right debate in the 1970ʼs 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 

Method 
Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Nixon 
• Election of 1968 
• Law and order 
• Vietnam policy 
• Peace talks 
• Peace with honor 

Domestic issues 
• Supreme court 
• New federalism 
• Bussing 

Détente 
• China  
• USSR 
• ABM 
• Israel 

1972 
• Election 
• Watergate 
• Imperial Presidency 
• The end in Vietnam 

Ford & Carter 
• Feminism 
• The Environment 
• Economic trouble 
• Stagfaltion 
• Affirmative action 
• Energy crisis 
• Camp David Accords 
• Iran 
• Carter as President 

 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
Political Cartoon 
analysis 
Movie analysis  
DBQ topics: 
Watergate 
Vietnam 
Detente 
 

Pageant Ch. 39 
Spirit Ch. 39 
Garraty Ch. 6 & 7 
(selected) 
Zinn Ch. 20 
The American 
Experience – Nixon 
Watergate documents 
Movie – All the 
Presidentʼs Men 
PBS Documentary  - 
Vietnam A Television 
History 
 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
How was the election of 
1968 a turning point? 
Détente 
Watergate 
Carter v. Nixon 
Civil Rights movement 
after Dr. King? 
Energy crisis as 30+ yrs 
old 
Arab-Israeli dispute & 
American involvement 
 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 6.2A1-
6, 6.2B4-5, 
6.2C1-2,4-5, 
6.2D2,5, 6.4K6-
7, 6.4L 1-2,4,  
6.5A1,5-8, 
6.5B1-6, 6.6A5, 
6.6B1-3, 6.6C1-
2, 6.6D3-5, 
6.6E1-8 

Differentiated Learning Activities 
Describe a scenario whereby President Nixon apologizes immediately following the Watergate break in.  Does the change the course of events that leads to his 
resignation, and if so – how does the remainder of his presidency play out? 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
You are a staff member in the White House, appointed by Bob Haldeman and you come across the “smoking gun” tape in 1972.  What do you do? 
Discuss the differences in tone in foreign policy from the Nixon Administration and the Carter Administration.  Which is the better approach? 
Did politics play into the Nixon/Kissinger peace process? Hear audios from the Miller Institute & http://www.youtube.com/user/fatalpolitics 
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Unit IX: The Reagan Revolution and Aftermath 1980 - 2008  
 
Essential Question: In what ways did presidents Reagan and Clinton change the political landscape and what were the 
long-lasting ramifications of each? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Understand the leadership and timing of Ronald Reagan 
Delineate the economic policies of the Reagan Administration and assess their overall effectiveness 
Evaluate the effectiveness of Reaganʼs approach to the Cold War 
Understand the implications of the Star wars program on political, military and economic issues 
Evaluate the impact of the AIDS crisis upon the American culture 
Assess the reasons for the US to enter the Gulf War and also its overall impact 
Examine the reasons for the failure of GW H Bush to win re-election in 1992 or for Bill Clinton to win in 1992 
Evaluate the Presidency of Bill Clinton in foreign policy, domestic policy and leadership 
Assess the impact of economic factors upon the political process 
Understand the events and statistics regarding the election of 2000 and its impact upon the nation 
Evaluate the impact of 9/11 upon the nation 
Examine the reasons for the US to go to war in Iraq in 2003  
Identify the military and political problems associated with the war in Iraq 
Evaluate the Bush 2 Presidency 
Understand the historical significance of the election of 2008 for the nation and assess its lasting impact 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Reagan 
• Election of 1980 
• Budget & Economy 
• Recession & Rebound 
• Values 

Cold War  
• Star Wars 
• Evil Empire 
• Mikhail Gorbachev 
• Arms talks 

2nd term 
• Iran-Contra 
• Budget crisis 
• Rich v. poor 
• AIDS 
• Supreme Court 

Bush 1 
• End of Cold War 
• Taxes 
• Persian Gulf War 
• New World Dynamic 

1992 
• Clinton 
• Reform? 
• Foreign Policy 
• Economic boom 
• Impeachment 

2000 
• Election 
• 9/11 
• War in Iraq 
• American culture 
• Election 0f 2008 

 
 

Multiple Choice 
Tests 
Quizzes 
DBQ topics: 
Clinton 
Impeachment 
War in Iraq 

Pageant Chʼs. 40 – 42 
Reagan speeches 
The American 
Experience – Reagan 
Ken Burns   - 
Documentary NYC 
 

Lecture/ Discussion 
Smartboard 
Class Discussion 
Topics: 
Ronald Reagan as a 
great leader 
Approach to Cold war 
Star wars & nuclear 
threat 
Iran –Contra 
Reagan as out of touch 
AIDS & social ills 
End of the Cold War 
New foreign policy 
dynamic 
Gulf war and implications 
Clintonʼs approach 
Somalia 
Impeachment decision 
2000 election – historical 
analysis 
9/11 and changes 
Patriot Act 
War in Iraq 
Barack Obama in 2008 & 
meaning 

Smartboard 
First Class 
Forum 
Media Center 
databases 
Online 
research 

6.1A1-8, 6.2A1-
7, 6.2B1,4-6, 
6.2C1-2,4-6, 
6.2D2,4-5, 
6.4L1-2,3-7, 
6.5A2,5,6-8, 
6.5B1-8, 6.6A2-
3,5, 6.6B1-3, 
6.6C1-2, 6.6D4, 
6.6E1-8 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Analyze the cultural changes in the United States from 1980 – 200 in one of the following areas:  popular music, television, movies. 
Discuss the reasons for the lack of civilian protest regarding the war in Iraq relative to the Vietnam war. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Do you think President Clinton should have been impeached for his behavior? 
Analyze the decision to go to war in Iraq based upon the information at hand in 2002-2003. 
Would you vote for a woman candidate, a black candidate, etc simply because they are the same as you? 
Use PBS Presidents series to answer this question about Reagan & the Contras: “When is it okay for a president to lie?” 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q07  
 


